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Matthew Henry said, “It ought to be the business of every day 
to prepare for our final day.”

Another RESCUED Life!Ryan Stout –
I write this today as a saved and changed man. I grew 
up in Des Moines with two loving parents who tried to 
raise me the best they could. I didn't make it easy as I 
always felt different and out of place having little 
direction inside. I lived for the moment and would 
fight, cuss and do whatever I wanted. I was in and out 
of schools, getting suspended, or I just simply didn't 
go at all. I was using drugs, and alcohol because I 
wanted to feel different. Looking back on it now I was 
always searching for something and it took a long time 
for me to figure that out. I started using Meth daily and 
gave it all I had. I gave it relationships with my 
children, my cars, my career, my home, my sanity and 
my hope. I spent years lost and had no way out. On 
November 30, 2018 a month after getting out of Jail I 
was shot in the side and face. Shortly after I found 

myself in the Polk County Jail, and saw Chaplain Jerry 
in the hallway. I believed in God but had never been 
saved. We sat down at 4:42 PM December 11, 2018, 
and we said the prayer together to receive Christ. I 
cried and felt a change in myself, and in my thinking. 
As I reflected on that time later I really feel that I didn't 
surrender it all. When I got out of Jail 6 months later I 
went right back to Meth, and turned away from the 
Lord. It wasn't very long before everything fell apart, 
but this time I had completely given up on everything. 
I took a handful of narcotics to end my life, not caring 
that it was over. My God rescued me, and I woke up in 
the ER two days later. They let me out in 72 hours, and 
once again I went straight back to Meth. I had a 
warrant for my arrest and I lived in fear of going back to 

Jail. I hadn't eaten or slept for six days. I had a feeling that the police 
were coming to serve their warrant, and this time I told myself it was 
over. When they showed up I had a fire arm in my hand. I failed at 
the attempt to take my life, but I wasn't going to fail again. I thought 
they would just shoot and kill me, but my God had other plans. We 
all stood there face to face guns drawn until it dawned on me to put 
my weapon down. When they put the cuffs on and took me to Jail I 
knew it was over. I sat in the fish bowl crying to God for hours, and 
didn't care who saw me or what they thought. I had finally become 
willing to let go, and give my whole self to the Lord. I never cried 
again. I was locked up but now I had hope. I talked differently, I 
listened more, and felt like I finally became me. I smiled, laughed 
and felt joy in my life because with God I can do anything. I read the 
Bible and lived by it day after day. I prayed that I would grow and 
become consistent in my walk. Once again I had hope, joy, and life 
wasn't confusing any longer. I left Jail and went to treatment. For the 
next six months I carried on obeying the Word and being filled with 
His presence. I attended church and Bible study. I have a new career 

and a new life. My God has shown me how to be a man. I have been 
the house manager of a sober living facility up until recently when I 
moved out to move on with my life. I know God is in control and it's 
always in His time, because His ways and timing are perfect. I did 
nothing different other than putting my whole heart and trust in God 
and His Word. I thank God daily for everything He's done for me 
especially saving my life. I owe it all to Him. Thank you all for taking 
the time to read my story. May God bless you.

Happy New Year 2021! On my walk one day 
recently I was meditating on how nature's four 
seasons reveal God's similar method of four 
stages in life. Let me explain. Spring is when 
nature comes alive, and it's like a birth of sorts. 
People can actually have two births. Everyone 
experiences physical birth and also a spiritual 
birth for those who choose Christ as their Savior. 
This is described in the Bible as being born again. 
In either case it is becoming new; a new start. 
Next is summer and it is the time of 
development, growth and then fruit bearing. This 
season reflects productive and fruitful years 
when there is great influence and effectiveness. 
Fall comes with brilliant changes in the slow 
death of leaves as sap moves to the roots. What a 
picture of the process of aging when the signs 
begin to appear, and we slow down. Lastly winter 
reflects the season of death. The leaves have 
fallen, and the trees have no signs of life. It's a 
silent, cold, lifeless time of rest. In a similar 
manner we find our lives ebbing away and death 
is inevitable. God will hold us accountable 
without excuse. Will we choose His Son as our 
Savior or simply slide through acting like we're 
oblivious to the seasons of life? All of this 
evidence cries out. What will you choose to do 
with your life in the season you find yourself? 
This is the good news, and it's not too late.

I recently had a monitor visit with a young man 
who had been awakened spiritually by the Lord. 
He shared his excitement about the Lord with 

everyone in his pod. He had been moved to two 
different pods, and led eight men to receive 
Christ through his witness! I began to cry 
listening to his enthusiasm and joy. It was so 
encouraging talking with him as I have greatly 
missed personal interaction with the men and 
women. God had worked significantly in his life in 
years past when he attended Teen Challenge. He 
had obviously regressed back into a sinful 
lifestyle, but now he'd repented. He was given a 
Bible when he first came into the Jail and then 
God set him on fire with the Gospel message! 
With all the restrictions this was so refreshing for 
me, and heart warming to see how God is still 
active and doing His work. God continues to 
move in powerful ways.

With the start of a New Year we must renew our 
dedication to what is obviously the hand of God 
as He continues to touch lives through the Polk 
County Jail Ministry. Will you commit to pray 
daily, give faithfully, and tell others of God’s 
Sovereign hand on this ministry? We have 
watched God do some amazing things in 2020! I 
believe it is due to the prayers of God’s people. 
Your petitions and intercession before God have 
become a reality that I get to experience daily. 
Without your faithful and generous gifts to the 
ministry we couldn’t be fiscally responsible, so 
my heartfelt THANKS to each one of you! What a 
GREAT GOD we serve! Amen!!

      –Chaplain Jerry

(Continued on back      )

Ryan Stout

What would you like 
to see God change in you 

this New Year?  
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I write this today as a saved and changed man. I grew 
up in Des Moines with two loving parents who tried to 
raise me the best they could. I didn't make it easy as I 
always felt different and out of place having little 
direction inside. I lived for the moment and would 
fight, cuss and do whatever I wanted. I was in and out 
of schools, getting suspended, or I just simply didn't 
go at all. I was using drugs, and alcohol because I 
wanted to feel different. Looking back on it now I was 
always searching for something and it took a long time 
for me to figure that out. I started using Meth daily and 
gave it all I had. I gave it relationships with my 
children, my cars, my career, my home, my sanity and 
my hope. I spent years lost and had no way out. On 
November 30, 2018 a month after getting out of Jail I 
was shot in the side and face. Shortly after I found 

myself in the Polk County Jail, and saw Chaplain Jerry 
in the hallway. I believed in God but had never been 
saved. We sat down at 4:42 PM December 11, 2018, 
and we said the prayer together to receive Christ. I 
cried and felt a change in myself, and in my thinking. 
As I reflected on that time later I really feel that I didn't 
surrender it all. When I got out of Jail 6 months later I 
went right back to Meth, and turned away from the 
Lord. It wasn't very long before everything fell apart, 
but this time I had completely given up on everything. 
I took a handful of narcotics to end my life, not caring 
that it was over. My God rescued me, and I woke up in 
the ER two days later. They let me out in 72 hours, and 
once again I went straight back to Meth. I had a 
warrant for my arrest and I lived in fear of going back to 

Jail. I hadn't eaten or slept for six days. I had a feeling that the police 
were coming to serve their warrant, and this time I told myself it was 
over. When they showed up I had a fire arm in my hand. I failed at 
the attempt to take my life, but I wasn't going to fail again. I thought 
they would just shoot and kill me, but my God had other plans. We 
all stood there face to face guns drawn until it dawned on me to put 
my weapon down. When they put the cuffs on and took me to Jail I 
knew it was over. I sat in the fish bowl crying to God for hours, and 
didn't care who saw me or what they thought. I had finally become 
willing to let go, and give my whole self to the Lord. I never cried 
again. I was locked up but now I had hope. I talked differently, I 
listened more, and felt like I finally became me. I smiled, laughed 
and felt joy in my life because with God I can do anything. I read the 
Bible and lived by it day after day. I prayed that I would grow and 
become consistent in my walk. Once again I had hope, joy, and life 
wasn't confusing any longer. I left Jail and went to treatment. For the 
next six months I carried on obeying the Word and being filled with 
His presence. I attended church and Bible study. I have a new career 

and a new life. My God has shown me how to be a man. I have been 
the house manager of a sober living facility up until recently when I 
moved out to move on with my life. I know God is in control and it's 
always in His time, because His ways and timing are perfect. I did 
nothing different other than putting my whole heart and trust in God 
and His Word. I thank God daily for everything He's done for me 
especially saving my life. I owe it all to Him. Thank you all for taking 
the time to read my story. May God bless you.

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• 2021 will be the greatest year the Jail ministry has 

experienced as the Holy Spirit is poured out on all the 
incarcerated, and the staff of the Sheriff‘s office.

• Prayer that volunteers would be welcomed back before 
March to resume ministry.

• Pray for volunteer David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son Jason 
as they continue their battle with cancer.

• Prayer for Sheriff Kevin Schneider and his administrative 
staff with daily pressures and demands.

• Pray for Board member Bud Krisinger who is still fighting 
leukemia.

• Volunteers Rich Thompson, and Delbert Howell continued 
healing from prostate surgery and the cancer is gone.

• Volunteer Janet Schubert healing of dizziness and 
 stomach issues.
• Volunteer Vicki Overturf continued healing from surgery 
 on her tongue all cancer is gone.
• That I would by February have access to the inmates face 
 to face and into the pods.
• With the restrictions that I would best use my time 
 between the Sheriff’s office staff and the Jail.
• God's hedge of protection for our public servants the 

Detention Officers in the Jail, and those Deputies out on 
patrol.

• Officers would help promote Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. 
and a greater number of inmates would awaken to watch 
and it.

• Many opportunities to speak and promote the ministry 
around the Polk County area in local churches, businesses, 
and small groups in 2021 even with Covid.

• Prayer that God is preparing the assistant Chaplain for his 
new assignment.

• Three new churches would begin to support the ministry 
 in 2021.
• Brokenness would occur with those arrested and brought 

to the Jail, and they’ll see their need for a love relationship 
with Jesus.

• An insatiable appetite for the Scriptures for the ones who 
have given their hearts to the LORD.

• God’s people will be fervent, strategic, committed, and 
deliberate with their prayers for the Jail ministry this new 
year. Prayer moves God’s heart and hands.

• Those who find Christ while incarcerated will leave the Jail 
single minded, and focused on pursuing Him with all their 
hearts and minds. They’ll determine to resist temptation to 
go back to the old life styles and friendships.

• Inmates will learn disciplines of the faith; to pray, read 

God’s Word daily, get connected to a Bible centered local 
church, have a mentor, and find gainful employment.

• People will see the value of the ministry, and partner with us.

ANSWERS:
• All glory, honor, praise and thanksgiving to God for His 

huge blessings on this ministry in 2020! Even with Covid 19 
we were blessed with one of the best years ever. Spiritual 
seeds of God’s Truth were sown into countless lives. Thank 
God He is rescuing lives not arresting them! He brings 
people from all over the world to hear and respond to the 
gospel!

• All the lives changed by the power of the Holy Spirit! 262 
gave their lives to Christ, 4,290 viewed the Sunday services, 
and we gave out 3,059 Bibles in 2020!! PTL!!!

• We thank the Lord for the continued open door in 
partnering with the Sheriff’s office.

• I thank God for each of you our great partners for this 
ministry! Blessings to each of you for your commitment to 
pray fervently and give generously!

MOST WANTED:
• Clothes closet needs; Men and women's clothing, shoes and 

winter coats.
• Paperback books: Men and women's daily devotional books
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(THANK YOU for your financial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.)   

Please help 
support 

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 
Thank you!  –Chaplain Jerry

                                                              Monthly:     Ytd:
Inmate Request:      638       638
One-on-One inmate counseling:      570       570
Religious reading materials given:      322       322
Bible Study groups:        65            65
Inmates involved with studies:      487       487
View Worship Service:      398       398 
Volunteer Hours:        31          31
Number of Volunteers:          2     2
Bibles given:       166       166
Number of New Believers:        17  17

Ministry Monthly Report: 
January 2021


